


political prisoners. What had started out as an environmental movement 

quickly became a political effort as well. "Nobody would have bothered me if 

all I did was to encourage women to plant trees," you later said, according to 

The Economist. But I started seeing the linkages between the problems that 

we were dealing with and the root causes of environmental degradation. And 

one of those root causes was misgovernance." You remained a vocal 

opponent of the Kenyan government until Moi's political party lost control in 

2002. After several failed attempts, you finally earned a seat in the country's 

parliament that same year. you soon was appointed assistant minister of 

environment, natural resources and wildlife. In 2004, You received a 

remarkable honor. You were given the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize for " your 

contribution to sustainable development, democracy and peace," according to 

the Nobel Foundation website. In your Nobel speech, you said that picking me 

for the renowned peace prize "challenged the world to broaden the 

understanding of peace: There can be no peace without equitable 

development; and there can be no development without sustainable 

management of the environment in a democratic and peaceful space." You 

also called for the release of fellow activist Aung San Suu Kyi in her talk. So 

as you can see that you got famous by fighting environmental issues. 

To: Wangari Maathai 

From: Alisi  
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