


, 

I think that it was a good idea that you and your family decided to move 

back to Atlanta so you could be a co-pastor at your father's church and work on 

the civil rights movement. You set a good example by participating in "sit-ins" at 

white only lunch counters. Even though you were arrested you still believed in 

peaceful protest. Later when you were arrested for driving in Georgia with an 

Alabama driver license it was lucky that your followers called Senator John F. 

Kennedy, who was running for president. Senator Kennedy and his brother Robert 

Kennedy, who was a lawyer, did everything they could to help. They called the 

judge who sent you to jail and got him to agree to set bail. I'm glad Kennedy was 

elected that November. 

Since you wrote your letter from the Birmingham jail telling people they 

should obey just laws but they should disobey unjust laws but always behave 

peacefully, riots began in the city. This made business men lose a lot of business 

and because of this they started giving in on some of the marchers' demands. 

They made promises to end the Jim Crow laws in Birmingham. This showed 

people what protesting could do. 

In 1963 I loved your "I Have a Dream" speech that you made after President 

Kennedy asked Congress to pass a civil rights bill. This speech made you the voice 

of the civil rights movement. After President Kennedy was assassinated in 

November, President Johnson talked to Congress and asked them to pass the civil 

rights bill to honor President Kennedy. Congress agreed. I was so excited to see 

you standing next to President Johnson when he signed the Civil Rights Act on July 

2, 1964. 

Congratulations on winning the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. I can't believe 

you gave away all your money to civil rights groups. Since you are such an 

inspiration to me, I plan to be in Memphis on April 3, 1968 to see you. 

Sincerely, 

Harper
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